
ORLANDO, FLORIDA

JANUARY 20-21, 2027

ANNUAL MEETING
OrlandoOrlando

Program Sponsor:

2027



Wednesday, January 20

Online Registration Now Available
Register and Pay Online at:   

usmintindustry.com It’s quick, easy and secure.

Ballroom Foyer

1:30 - 5:00 p.m. 	 Registration

General Session  
Ballroom C/D/E

2:00 - 2:15p.m.	 Welcome 
		  Steve Salisbury, MIRC Research & Regulatory Coordinator

2:15 - 3:00 p.m.	 US Fuel and Energy Market Update 
		  Tina Hampton, Christensen, Inc.

3:00 - 3:45 p.m.	 Progress in Mint Genetics and Varietal Improvement 
		  Isabelle Henry, University of California, Davis

3:45 - 4:30 p.m.	 Verticillium Wilt: Resistance Development  
	 and In-Field Sampling Strategies 
		  Jeremiah Dung, Oregon State University

4:30 - 5:00 p.m.	 Flavor Extract Manufacturer’s Association (FEMA) Update 
		  Doug McKalip, FEMA

Program Sponsor 
RCB International, Ltd.

DRAFT - SUBJECT TO CHANGE



Thursday, January 21

Ballroom Foyer

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 	 Registration

8:00 a.m.	 Morning Refreshments

General Session  
Ballroom C/D/E

8:30 - 9:00 a.m.	 Pesticide Regulation Challenges 
		  Julie Van Alstine, USDA-Office of Pest Management Policy

9:00 - 9:30 a.m.	 Chewing Gum Market Campaign 
		  Mars Snacking (Invited Speaker)

9:30 - 10:00 a.m.	 Grower Panel - Production Topics 
		  Scott Setniker, Oregon • Craig Gilbert, Washington • Trip Downing, Wisconsin

10:00 - 10:15 a.m.	 Break                                                                                                               

10:15 - 11:15 a.m.	 Federal & International Policy: What’s Going On? 
		  Ted McKinney, National Association of State Departments of Agriculture

11:15 - 11:35 a.m.	 The Council Update - Chairman’s Report 
		  A.J. Todd, ADM-Mint

Ballroom A/B 

12:00 - 1:30 p.m. 	 Lunch                                                                                      

General Session  
Ballroom C/D/E

1:30 - 2:10 p.m.  	 MIRC Research & Regulatory Report 
		  Steve Salisbury, MIRC Research & Regulatory Coordinator

2:10 - 2:40 p.m. 	 Mint Bud Mite - A Review and Going Forward 
		  Russ Groves, University of Wisconsin

2:40 - 3:10 p.m.	 Multi-state Entomology Project Report: Isocycloserum 
		  Navneet Kaur, Oregon State University

3:10 - 3:30 p.m.  	 Break                                                                                                               

3:30 - 4:00 p.m. 	 Plant Nutrition                                     
		  (Speaker Pending)

4:00 - 4:45 p.m.	 Flavor & Fragrance Consumer Trends Perspective 
		  Takasago (Invited Speaker)

Backyard / Tempo + Grace / Lobby 

6:00 - 7:30 p.m.	 Industry Reception       Reception Beverage Sponsor - Norwest Ingredients

Luncheon Sponsor - ADM-Mint

Break Sponsor - Essex Laboratories

Program Sponsor 
RCB International, Ltd.



Mint Industry Research CouncilMint Industry Research Council
P.O. Box 4059, Salem, OR 97302

The Mint Industry Research Council is a unique organization that brings together all segments of the industry; growers, mint oil 
buyers and major manufacturers. The goal and objective of the MIRC is to fund and direct the research and activities needed to 

sustain and enhance the productivity of a high quality and economical North American mint.

Hotel

This is a MIRC  Members Only Event

Make your hotel reservation directly: 

ONLINE:  usmintindustry.com 

BY PHONE:  833-462-9283

Make sure to mention you’ll be attending  
the Mint Industry Research Council meeting. 

Room rates start at $199 single/double occupancy, + tax

The group rate will be available until  
Tuesday, December 29, 2026.  

ALOFT LAKE NONA HOTEL
Orlando, Florida 
7215 Corner Dr, Orlando, FL 32827



Mint Industry Research CouncilMint Industry Research Council

Register and pay online @  Register and pay online @  
usmintindustry.com usmintindustry.com 

Annual Meeting

	 Save by pre-registering. Registration at meeting will be $350.
No pre-registration refunds after January 4, 2027.

PRE-REGISTRATION

Registration is limited to MIRC members.

PLEASE RETURN BY JANUARY 4, 2027
(Registration at the meeting is $350)

Registrant's Name(s) __________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Spouse's Name_______________________________________________

Organization/Company________________________________________

Mailing Address_ _____________________________________________

City_ _______________________________________________________

State_ ______________________ 	 Zip___________________________

Phone______________________________________________________

Email_______________________________________________________

MEETING

____ 	 Meeting Pre-Registration - $300/pp	 $ 	 __________

		  Includes meetings, luncheon, social hour  
		  and research proceedings book

____ 	 Spouse Registration - $125/pp		  $ 	 _ _________
	 _	 Includes meetings, luncheon and social hour
	
	Note: There is no registration fee for researchers who  
	are currently funded by the Mint Industry Research Council

		    	 Total Due: 	 $	 _ __________

Mail pre-registration form with check to:

MINT INDUSTRY RESEARCH COUNCIL
PO Box 4059, Salem, OR 97302

Phone: 503.371.5936 • Fax: 503.581.6819



Mint Industry Research CouncilMint Industry Research Council

CHAIR 
A.J. Todd, ADM-Mint

VICE CHAIR 
Marcus Smith, Norwest Ingredients 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Dana Wendel, RCB International, Ltd.

BOARD MEMBERS

Jeff Johnson, Callisons 

Richie Pisano, Citrus and Allied Essences Ltd. 

Tracy Bariexca, Colgate-Palmolive Co.

Ankush Agarwal, Essex Laboratories, LLC

Sophie Moses, Haleon

Tim Sullivan, Mars Snacking

Markus Eckert, Takasago

STATE/GROWER REPRESENTATIVES

Alberta Mint Growers Association 
Dale Thacker

Idaho 
Clay Christensen

Indiana 
Randy Matthys

Michigan 
Doug Irrer

Oregon 
Scott Setniker

Tulelake Growers Association 
Mike McKoen

Washington 
Todd Wheeler

Wisconsin 
Trip Downing

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

Michelle Palacios and Shawn Anderson 
PO Box 4059, Salem, OR 97302 
Tel:  503.371.5936 
Fax: 503.581.6819 

RESEARCH & REGULATORY COORDINATOR

Steve Salisbury 
Tel:  503.551.3747

Board of Directors




